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New HOPE Progeam Income limlt to Increase delivery of emergency rent and utility assistance
Application period now open in 88 North Cavofino countles
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wiill icreass the nemhar of applicants eligihle far emergency rers aed ptility 2asdirance, Whee tha second epplication pericd opened on May 17, the
program priaritized applicants with an incomse of 50 percent of the area mediar incane, and s now expending the income Liit to 60 percent of the
srea meding incame for the couaty whers the applicent lives. Tha program: initially set 8 lower Sncome limst to enzre that Neeth Carolina
nruzebalds that are most 2t risk of eviction had the opportuaity to 2pply first.

T2 estatlished the EOPE Progrem last %l ta belp Mosth Carolinisns stay in their homes with the ligkts or." said Govemor Roy Cooper. ‘Thare
zre still theasards of families who need this nasistance and we are expanding eligihility so we can help even mare pzople recover from this
pandamic.”

The EOPE Program promptes housing stzhility by providieg reet and viflicy bill zssiseance to prevert evictons aed the discornection of unlities,
During the first phase of the HOPE Program, $133 millica in assistance was warded to help mors tham 35,000 families stztevade. More then 530
milliom has aiready been zwarded in the second phese of the program that opeped Lot marth

The EOPE Program currently serves 85 North Caralira counties, with 12 courties and fve Native Amaerican tribes receivieg direct faderal fmding
10 apamte their owe ensergency rent and ueility progrems. A copplete list of the comties served by the HOPE Program, courty programs ard tribal
eovemmert programs c2n ba found aaing the caline BT HOPE Interactive Map, Infeemation on area median frcomse for North Carcling counties
can be found wing the HUD 1071 caline caloulation tnal

Applicamts who recefved rent ané or mhility assistarce during the Sret phase of the EOPE Frogram are eligible ta reapply for additinez] balp. Uhility
zapistence i avzileble to applicasts ther apply ard qualify for rent assistmrce. Ukility-only appliczsions are not being accepted during this phase of
the EOPE Pragram

Complete mvrmation abous the HOPE Program, meluding slig=biity requirensenty, program benefits and an online zpplication, zre ziaiiabiz at
www nc hiopse mov. Applicants who cammot access the website should call S38-9ASK-HOPE (RE5-317-5447) far balp witk the application process,
The HOPE Czll Center js open 8 2.1m. to 5 pom Macday through Friday,

Fundivg for the HOPE Program is provided to the state througk U3, Departneent of Housing and Usban Development Conmrarity Devalopment
Block Grars—Coromarvirus Ralisf and the Emerpeacy Reetal Assistance Program established by the WWMIMIM

farthar furded by the Americar Rescue Plan Act 2021, Tle EOPE Progree i managed by the M.C Office of Recow ', 1 division
af the Departmens of Public Safety. To lsam mara about the HOPE Program, viait wiew nr hops gov
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